o the Right Flonourable the Supreme Authority of the 
N ation, the ( ommons of E NGL AN D,aſſem- 
bledinP ARLIAMENT. "© 


The bumble Petition of many poore diſtreſſed Widdows, whoſe Hucbands 
have beſt their lives and eſtates in the preſent ſervice of the Parliament, 


Sheweth : 


L027 A Hat for many of us, our extreame wants doe far exceede our cries 

x and comp!aints; our humble prayer is, that you would be pleaſed 

to ſettle by AR of this preſent Parliament that Renowned Ordi- 

nance that beares date the 27 of Ofober , 1642. Wherein is pro- 

miſcd ſutfcicnt proviſion for the livelihood of their Wives and 

Children that ſhould looſe their lives in the ſervice of Parliament : 

Our great Requeſt 1s, that your Honours would crowne this good 

worke onee more by an Att trom your Honours, that all the Nas 

ET 1 | tron may evidently kriow that you are not unmindetull of us who 

F* © have ſuffered much miſery for your ſafetics. Wee beſeech you in this one Act rogrant us 

+. this, thatin caſe the Lord ſhould change our condition either by marriage or death , that our 

Ehildren whoſe Fathers loſl their lives in the ſervice,may be provided for, and that wee and 

$47 o Children may have ſuch allowance as may ke: pe us from utter periſhing , as ſore at chis 

' ne doe for want of bread and education. Wee pray that you weuld not deny us this, 

14 zewing it i5no more then your owne ingagement to their deceaſed Fathers , who thought 

-4\Þt all their injoyments too deare to facrihce for your peace and ſafery , in whom now lies 

--(Mourearthly hopes of reliefe in thisonr ſad condition ; for beſide your Honours wee have 

- Wne to pity us, or will ſzeke to helpe us, but rather augment our gericte with {corne and re» 

Woach. Alſo wee beſeech you that thoſe men that have , or ſhail by Providence be mat» 

id, and thereby made unable to provide for themſelves or Families, that they may have 

h allowance that may keepthem from begging or ſtarving,which if the Lord ſhall bring 

War heart to the performance heereof ; Wee pray if at any time there ſhall be found any 

Widier or Widdow begging heereafter , they may bein danger of loſing their Perfions ; 

it brings a cankerd ſtaine upon your Honours, that thoſe thar have beene fcrviceable ro 

* Win theutmoſt of their powers, ſhould be conſtreyned to begge their bread in the ſtreerss 

"We intreate alſo that our faitkfull Treaſurers in whom we hop: reſteth the ſpirit of Chriſt, 

by have the diſpoſing of all Payments or guift money that is 1 your powers , that ſhal! be 

ynted for Widdows , they being the beſt able to know who is the moſt wanting and 

deſerving of it ; and that all under paymaſters which belong to them may cotwue, 

being nothing of trath layd ro their charge to the contrary; and that! rhere may be 

r given from you to our Treaſurers to puniſh ſuch that ſhall abuſe thoſe Wid.*Ows that 

avour to live in the feare of the Lord : For our abuſe is a great addition ro Our miſe- 

that wee whoſe Husbands went forth faithfully ,and thereby wee and our Children 

ly impoveriſhed,ſhould not be leoked upon by you with aneye of preſervation, accor- 

to your former ingagement z bat now let the concluſion of all your former promiſes 

rue performance thereof , which will helpe you to finiſh your courſe with joy , and 

you mlargement among all them that are ſanAified ; for which the prayers of your 
ſervants ſhall not be wanting for your injoyment therein : 


end your Petitioners ſhall ever pray ce 


Thu Petitionwas delivered about a fortnight ſince , «nd the Petirieners bumbl y wai- 
I with paticnee, and receiving no eTn/wer occaſioned the prinatng ther eof, 


